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Remark

All reports from the EuroCompetence project are prepared by the actual work package teams, with a responsible author and contact person for each report. Names of team members and contact persons/addresses are listed on the front page.

Description of the Course “Pedagogy in Open Learning”

Learning through practice has always been a sound principle. In this case it concerns learning how to construct ICT based ODL material by attending an Internet course that demonstrates the content. The course is based on experiences from diffe​rent national and international ODL projects. It provides a basic understanding for new​comers and will hopefully also demonstrate new ideas for experienced developers in the field.

Target groups

Developers and providers of ODL are the main target group. Teachers in secondary schools, academic staff at universities and colleges, personnel in charge of training programmes for corporations, enterprises and public administration, staff at adult education institutions, lifelong learning programmes etc., and students of pedagogy, IT or teacher training should also benefit from the course. All of these groups will have to make up their minds about applications of and access to ICT based ODL, and may base their own decisions on a sounder basis if they have a basic knowledge of such systems.

Main goal

Primarily the course is intended to provide a basis for development and applications of material that uses ICT as a learning environment, as a supplement and/or an alternative to traditional ways of learning. Students shall learn how to design and implement learning material and environments that are open and flexible to different groups of users in search for higher education. They shall further be able to orga​nise and run ODL learning program​mes for internal as well as external students, both as initi​al education, in service or further education and training.

Content

The course is intended to function as netbased guidelines for development, organising and running ICT based ODL activities. It thus has to cover a wide variety of topics. On the basis of experiences, the following list of themes and topics are covered:

	Module
	Themes
	Topics

	1
	Practical introduction
	Generally about the course, ODL, glossary. Practical introduction to technical aspects

	2 & 3
	Learning theories
	Cognitive theories, PBL, constructivism etc.

	4, 5 & 6
	Electronic learning material and tools; multimedia, hyperstructures
	Electronic media in general, elementary and composed information units. Problems related to the use of hypermedia. Hypermedia applied in education. Internet and hypermedia. Multimedia

	7
	Examples of learning arenas, e.g. System thinking
	System dynamics as a way of learning, complex problems, netbased modelling, simulations etc.

	8, 9 & 10
	Development of ICT-based learning environments
	Project initiation; design, electronic portfolio, CSCL, PBL, definition of ‘problems’/topics

	11
	Completing student projects 
	Practical implementation of an ICT-based ODL module

	12
	Learning organisations
	Netbased learning, collaborative learning, lifelong learning


Technical and organisational aspects

Most of the course activities are technically based on Internet and World Wide Web environ​ments. In order to avoid that most developers shall have to start from scratch, the course intends to present the experien​ces already gained in the field. It is assumed that a great part of the target group is not necessarily IT profes​sionals, but do rather have their strengths in pedagogy or other professions. Several of the themes in the course concern issues related to practical applications of the relevant technologies, demonstrating examples and encouraging the students to practice a varied selection of tools themselves.

Experiences

The course has been under development and renewal through several versions. The content list presented above refers to the version tried out on a group of some 70 ‘students’ (most of them being university and college staff members!), with reasonably positive feed-back. Some critics claimed there were too much work for a one-term course (9 ECTS credits) in addition to their full time jobs. Consequently it has now been decided to restructure the course into a two-term course (6 + 6 ECTS), and include even more student activities in the program. The new version may now be found at  http://hugin.hsh.no/lu/inf/piol1/ , with the following scheme of activities:

      PRESENTATION  - PROBLEM FORMULATION  - ADDITIONAL MATERIAL  - WORK METHODS

- and the list of content for the first term is outlined as follows:

· Introduction

· Publishing tools

· Learning theories       

· Hyper structures

· Components in an ICT-based learning environment

· Tools for collaboration on the net

· Collaborative learning                     

· Design of net based learning environment

An introduction to the latest version of the course (in Norwegian) may be found at the same URL.

This term around 30 students are registered for the course, intending to complete their exams in December 2000. A copy of the first lesson is attached.

http://www.tisip.no/ec/
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